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Official Transcript of the International 
Malitery íribunel in the matter cf the 

Uaited States of .merica, the French kee 
public, the United кіп: дош of Greet Britain 
end Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet 


Socielist kepublics, against Hermenn Wilhelm 
Goerin: €t el, Defendants, sitting at Nurn- 
berg, Germany, on ôl ¿ucust 1946, 1000 = 
1500, Lord Justice Lewrence presiding. 

THL τι συ article 24 D (j) provides thet each 
befendent ney шеке a stetement to the Tribunel. I therefore now 
Cell upon the befendents whether they wish to meke statements. 
Defenàent Hernen vilhelm Goering, 

DEFLND.NT HLRM.NN sILHLIM GOLRING : The rrosecution in its 
final speeches heve treeted the defendents and the presentetion 
of evidence es completely worthless. The Statements made under 
Cath; the stetements mede by the defendants were assumed to be 
ebsolutely true, whether they served to support the Frosecution 
end the documents, but et the same moment, the stetements were 
treeted ss perjury when the stetements refuted the Indictment. 
Thet is not a convincing steterent for the proceedings and thesis 
of evedence. 

The Prosecution uses the fect thet I was tne second man in 
the Stete 25 а proof thet I should have known everything that 
happened. put it ioes not present any documentary cr cther 
convincing proof that there, under my oeth, L refuted the contents 
cf this knowledce, snc therefore, it is only en essertion end an 
essunption when tne riosecution seys, " Who should have known 
thet if not Goerin- who wes the successor of the Fuehrer ^? ", 

Repeetedly we heve heard here how the most awful crimes 
were veiled with the most secrecy. But I condemmed these terrible 
mess murders to the utmost, and to show that I am not lecking 
eny wisunderstending in this connection, I wish to State 
emphatically the following comments once more, quite clearly, 
before the Hi.h Tribunel, Never aid I ever decree а murder upon 

individuel in eny period of any time, but neither did 
any cruelties et any time while I hed the power and the 
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knowledge to prevent them, 
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Ihe new stetements presented by wir. Dodd in his final 


statement thet i had ordered =sydrich to kill the Jews, that 


lacks every proof end thet statement is not true. There is not 
e Sin:le order signed by me cr Signed in my behalf thet enemy 
fliers should be shot or should be turned over to the SD. nd, 
not e Single case hes been esusblished where units of my діг- 
force heve cerried out things like thet. 

The Prosecution hes in pert submitted documents repeatedly 
which contain ellezged st me:.tS, end written down by third 
ena fourth parties without шу having seen these statements, іп 
order to correct erroneous statements contained therein and 


to preclude czisunderstending, 
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these incidents were recalled to my mind throuch г ccrtmin happening 


lande It wasn't possible for me therc to receive the reports оп the 
I hac not hae them 


the :varicus numbers of the newspapers "Voelkisc 
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Merch, thoro was =- пего in а герс un Faris, опсег 


date of the Тіп £ March, 1938, it reads as follows: ὦ large 
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vGlati.ns about themeans which cbvicusl; 


newspaper "Le Jour" mace re 
were viowsd in thosc trials. This is a rather mystericus means e 
literally: this is the report: 

mans affor's the possibility that the 
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pormitto^ to act and to speak acc>rdin; t 


and І ompnasize anc should Ifke to. efor te the fact that 
cf "Lo dour" it does nct only say that they can 
iven them but that they can bo made to act accoroin 
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macness and I сап calitho comrades involvec by nome. 


I 242 before that a certain incident in England caused me to think 
of the reports <f the -salier trisise Му m tivo was that my surrouncin:;s 
durinz gy internment acted towards me in an inexplicable way, in a way which 
wuld lead me. to ο neludce that those people somehcw werc acting in a state 
min’? which was not normale АЮ the same time, these pec le cf my surrounde 
people thet surr unded mo мега exbhanced from time t^ time, some 
thom Жас hac been exchansoc, спа new poople whe came in, бош of them 
ha? strance eyese They were glassy cyes an^ they mada μα caste The 
symptoms, h wever, l^stoc but а few cays anc then they creates η completely 
normal іпрговьдоы. They could net be differentiated from conplotely normal 
heel 501078» Not -nly I noted tnose strance cyos but the ductor vh 
attended me at the time, Dre Jongee-4chust< 0, ἃ British military physician, 
In the Srina of 1942 I hac a visitor, ^ visitor whe quite 
ond actec in a stranze w 
This visitor had those strange cy: ~ftcrwarcs, Dre 
just what my opinion was c 13 Le ito He tol? me "tho L tolo him 
(5 I hac hac the impression thit frr sorc голе | hc was nct quite 
һе way I expected, protested 
wnethor these strange 
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imsclf, whon he visited mo, hac thc same 
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worle would be excluded; in th 5 way the impression wo: 
LaCt, somothin; was tc bo e.neoaled or in fact the 

Deen involved >r ha or fin ers in спе pies Оп the contrary, 


vinced tht tho Govornmont of Churchill, as well as the present government, 


Gave directions that I was to be treated fairly and xccordinz to tho rules of 
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to state, Cealing with the trentment which I received, on first glance 
will be incredible but to my good luck, at an carlicr period cf time, 

prison guards treated the inmates which, first of all, -t first glance, 
Socm,d quite incredible when the first rumors of this treatment reached 


the worlc.e These rumors werc to thc cffeet that quite deliberately, 


L1 


prisoners had been permitted tos torvo to death, that tho sj 


they had been given, among cthcr things, had been mixed with 


" 1 
i 


that the physicians wo attended tho ігізспегв whe hac taken 
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of this, that the prisoners had received hmrmful mecicants anc 


me“icines ond in tht way the πυρος cf victims was increased tho 
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hist:rical fact that a monument vas erected for 26,0 or sc poor women 
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Sing problem of twenty five ycars of human history 
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^ mn o ә. &% x 4 „+ ` 
an? the author of the Charter of this Tribunal has proved with his inventicns 
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only what tho backzround of his thinking 


I might just as well assert that the signatory powers of this charter devel- 
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a conspiracy for the oliminaticn of a brave and highly developed people. 


vl» |l A ” medi. & д » ^ 5 c Я r Ἴ 
К back upon my actions and upon my wishes, then í can conclude only 
іу thin; of which I consider myself guilty, before my people but not 
bcforc this Tribunal, is that my forcien political wish remained without success. 


THE PRESIDENT: I call on the d fonder ‘ilhclm Keitel, 
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іс bo traced t> me beenuso of my influence on Hitler. 
Tho-*r .sceution has submitted several shotogravhs which 11107611; 
knowledge of crimes in concentration camps such as in Meuthausone 
I sot foot in Camp Mauthausen, hut only that part of the labor cams 
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DAWENTZNT DOENIT I shcule liko to say three thin:s: 
Firstly, you mu tjudgo thc levality cf the German subnorino w^r- 
yur conscience dictates you to co soe IL consider this cone 


tho war tobe justific › ond have acted accorcing to 


my сжѕсіспсо, І wuld have tc do exactly the samo oll ονοτ а. aime 


My suborcinstc е cthor hand, who have carried Jub my orders, 


in the 411250 confidence in me and without thorc boing 
count re.arcing the necessity onc le, ^lity of these or^crs. 
In my opini n, n later judge- Ὁ can deprive them cf tho trust in 
the honesty of a fight for which thoy voluntarily have mace sacrifice 
S^crifico until tho last hur, 


Soc nily, much his bem sS i. here bout а c: nspiracy which 


alloged to have c 


ut it; they will 
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1 +1. 
in tas 


St successes of this ner vermnent, an enti 
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But if, in spite cf ell ideals, all cecency, 
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еп асһісуос through the Liwshrer principle than tho misfortune 
ple, then that principle ^s such is wrong, wrong because 
rently human nature is not strong enough t^ utilize tho povrrs 
in thet principle for a better спа, with ut their falling victin s 
to the temptation of that rcwcre 
Thircly, my life was Covou. o à mission and with th-t tc 
service for the German рөсрісе ¿s the last commancer-in-chicf 
Gorman Navy ^ 5 tho Inst hor? of 
| for everythin: th.t I heave done 


TEE .КЕЗГІМІ: I coli vpen tho aefondant Erich Roodor, 
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loador of youth in this world: if ho is conscious of his duty toward 
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tho pooplo and youth. “ho cetivitios of our youth спа its moral 
5515000 has proved ro ric па has proved thet they have never 
beon spoilod cnd wore not si od through me either,  Gorncn 
youth was ond is dustriou spoilcd through mo oithor, German 
trious, docont, Donost and full of idoclisn. 
contributed tow-rd tho education and іп war 
duty towards our nation 
rman pooplo, 


tn this hour when I con spoak | io 11 tory Tribunal of 


tho four victorious powers for tho las tine, I wcnt to | 


on bohclf' cf our Gorman youth, сола with с. cloar conseionco, thc 


it is innocent pos rdingn tho αἱ kos of tho Hitler rogino 


01106 during this triol, thet it never wanted this war, cnd 


.% noithor in pocco nor in wor it porticipcted in ony cries, 


ion youth of long standing, L know tho dovol- 


.cttitude ond tho conduct of our young sonorction, 

Who could know it bottom thon i? This vc 1 always svo mo the 

|85 plocsuro, іп thoir midst I wes 
boon proud of thom, 

wis tho locdor of Gorman 

youth ond in spito of their membership countod 
millions, you: гв C BOUTON of principle cnd without oxcoption, 
romcinod from any actions of which it nic 


“2 


Ecl 


the nusorous cruoltios 
know of no 
wrongs, it Las not desired any wrong, It mus 9 bo ovorlookod 
strongost orbit nont of its days cftor с 
cov.ld oxpoct to accuse tho orgcnization of Gorman youth 
lo..dors c f boing огісіпс. Unsolfish con 
showod tho στο σοβ8ῦ love 
falth to tho homeland, pleasure in 
uniorst-ndin; of to youths 
зе were tho contents 
last doy of my tino 
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Gormen youth today and 
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yeu toll tho world in your findings 
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стб cur youth listonod to tho words 


= ғ 457 -C 
of Lord forsooingly 


having борил oclcrod froo Peat joy 
ill grasp ond 
dobris, 


Will 


contribute 


ron youth 





-0045 


ΠΠ 





III 


August 31, 1946) 


стас Т(у 


DENY LV 


n 


further application 
of the defendant 
` Tae 1- = 2 
Tribunal announcod on the hoof Urus she Tribunal had 


intod the 17th 


1 


then considere”. it was unnoccssary 


grantod. 


Сц 


tho Folitical 


4 


by Scuckel, Р1-6‹ Then, furthor, I have 


which is involvoc in 


e 


К entitled "rarty Statistics, 


25771 


" 





III 


which I submitted 


liscusser 


№ the 
kah (py; r a 
os sont tothe Dutch imkers 
ns which wor 


- "Y NT 


Exhibit 
NBAUER (Counsel for t defendant 
сәлде like t 
цвік oath of Dr. 
18 


con 


hun: 


1 Ionas m xd» 
y Soyss-inquart, 


wbmit 


FL.ECHSNER (Couns 


which will 





4u ust 19,6-1,-1 


THE ГАЕС IDENT I call 


с 
> 


d 


The 5trocitics 


revoalc 


ul, 


these who died 


^no the sorrow 


iny6clf will ma 


make 


^ 


st>tomente 
I oriincte from living c 
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no social contact with the 
Reich; Little spare time I ht 
proud cnd happy that my wife is t 


remained 


ә my last word, I solor-ly assure you 


Under no circuustanccs would I have соорсї: Las 5 German worker == 
German workers == to holp plan the mocnos 
I only became a National Socinli 
end civil war, and bcoauso I firmly Loliovod 
understandings work of Adolf Hitler in robuil 
In my own sphere of г. 1%; iwa aid erythin: possible, beccus 
rkor, to prevent cxcesses, 
through my manife 
and mony other Jircctives, wnichdictatod 


treatne TILED workorse I never wou 


protest, nor, with such a 
people or my ton innocent 
part in any 
Olerate murders or mistreatment. 
of Plonipotontiaor; 
a period of grave crisi 
bound 
Fuohror, as well 
І до not know 
gained the 


peasonts and artisanz, and 


ok over the power, with а large moj y end in free parlinxnaon: 


1 ^ ^ ^ - ` ғ 4 " 
:00n elected as the Chief of the Counts Government. 
believe that provi 
η and practical work, cs well Wi an ability for 
23 


S the reason why L received py task, 


f Berlin ....s couplotoly alien 
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[у demand to deal 


г their cconomi and decon 


moon tacir inhunan 
uso in work oud for work, 


ition to commit crimes against international law, 


novor my intontic 
laws of war, or against the laws of 


Abs 


L doubt the legality ond: 


complotely out of th question that tho Serman Govornmont 


tional low, 
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f, howovor, y: foot that, in s o of that, Gorman 


labor lows could not be applied oceupiod torritorics, thon may 


ns, Fronchmon, Belgiar 
me that oy were supporting чоглолу Dy labor 


ainsi г. threatening Conmunist Syston, cnd in 


ond nass sufforin; during the course of the 
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nent of г task with every cffort, 


tine, I tried wiu vo, with all means, 
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the winter of 1941 and 1942, 
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The taking of ovidenoo has shcvm that mony a thing has happened in tho 
occupied territories where the orgenization of the civilian с 
labor commitment could exercise no influcnee whatsoeve 
tho Gorman offices complained to по: i , imed 25 I was delivering 
| Low workerss it was claimed thas it was my fault if dangerous crises 
threatened inthe war coonomy and tho food situation, This heavy 
end this care dominated mo in su a way that I had no time 
her ovorts, ond І regret tho’: 
гв my deorocs and directives ond my с als are concerned, I 


x i 


accept the ros ibility. I have ποτοῦ seon tho records of the Control 


lannine Board before this trials cSnorwiso, I certainly wou 
. 3 J 


corroctod. false or unclear passagos, as, for instance, thc passage 


roforonoo to the impossible figure of only two hundred thousand volunte 
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workerse This also mplic oo 5 muior of other statements of mino wi 
taken down by а third party, quite wrongly and without пу ever 
thosc statcmentse 
I em a worker, jus; vec 
o the foreign workers who work 


oroof c 


correctly and humenoly, I 


nnd 1944 
how my attitude towards there 


children worked in tho factories in the mid of foroign workers, 


under the some workin; concitiopse Could I, or Gorman 
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correct, in his presentati 
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the war, the horrible conditions 


I personally an ready for on 
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the Gaulciters whom I made 


only onc task, to moto out correct 
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sive peace to the world. 
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or Labor Commitment had 


care to tho Gornans ond to 
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struggled, ani 
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‘hen I returned hom in 1919, I 2 un. а peonle torn by thc liticnl rights of 


:ttemptin^ once moro in thoso unfortunnto f my country, 


a rosvonsible German that I should not be permitted to romain 


saw clearly that а reebirth of my country wis 22881510 only эп thc 


^ciec an’ intollootuol OCisoussion, a discussion wich “ic not ocutcr 


nly aroun? political forms but, however, aroun’? the solution most 


burninz social problems, which werc the prerequisite of o 
з x 


of pationnliatic 


my inncremost conviction ee that 
roouijlcing 


the maintonan f Eur pean 


in a prrmincnt 
bocenuse I believed 
s,onsiblc channcols, bocausc nov ed thst the maintonanco 


les woul? he the bost countor«ewoi 


litical radicalism ant would euarant 


tct bo renson cnough to 
faith, opposing thc fln» of disboliof? 
claim that I wis nothing but thc 
believing ndwinistratinn? Or who rivos Sir 
3 ced de 


ight to soy, with soorn, riciculc 


than servo ìn Heaven'?" Gentlomon of th 
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Scoution, that is not your verdict == that is thc verdict of anothor, but I 


should like to ask: Doesn't tho qucssion of the defonse of spiritual values 
romain in the center today for tho rubuilding of a world? 
I believe that I сол face my responsibility with a clear conscicnece. 
Love for country nn? people is thc only factor ^ocisivo for all my ^cti^ns. 
I h-vc s;oken without fear of mn whenevor I ha^ t^ sreake I воғтей the 
Fethorleonî hut not tho Nazi renimc, when I nttem' too in smite ^f most bitter 
cise. ointments of my comestic h^; to save >eace ay ал from 2i>lom^tic 
POS ве 
“hon I examine my own eoascioneo, I onnnot fin” any guilt, where the 
cution has lonkec for it or elnimed it, but show mo n mon without guilt 
without faults, which seen fro: “the historionl voint of view, this 
be found on that tragic 2nd of Decombor 1932, 
o the Reich President to magmiakn the decision he ho?! made the night 
== in spite of the break of ‘lho Constitution an’ 
by General von Schléicher thot civil war was imminont, 
Does the rrosecution really c “template 'amning ell those who with the 
honest intentions wore rendy t^ cooperate? Does it claim thatthe Gorma: 


le іп 1933, elected Hitlor boem::e it wanted war? Docs tho Droscoution 


claim that the Corman гоор1е in its overwhelming majority mate 


Uu 


: 1 


8717216401 and material өлог1Г1сов„ inclu®ine evo sacrificing 
э i» 


== morcly for i s utopian 


This High Tribunal feces tho omnondously difficult 
sufficient distance in time from the eatastro 
of historic 7. “evelonment in thcir truc 
wnizes the historic truth 
thon the historical mission of this Tribunal will h 


i; the German people, in sito ^? tho destruction 


roalization of its errors but aiso thi strongth f^ 
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Is the ^cvivity of Gorman courts in the Netherlands 
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ferhaps tc tho cutsidor this machincry of the state mey appear 
like th. с:21с5в8 ^f atclephom exchange erently with ut systeme 


But just liko this, i 1 туса and c^minated by спо sinclo 


berlicr ictators curing their work cf 1сабегвеһіс needed 


orators, with tho hì hest au sies even at the lowest level, 
men who coul? think and 
Tho totalitarion systom in а time of meccrn technical development 
‘oes nit depend cn thems сусп the 
; l^cc it is а position whorc tho work 
can “о mcehanizc: 5 а result thoro crises the по 
recipient ^f -rders wh: does not criticize, 
hed only rexched the beginning cf 
ni;htmarc of many a man tht 
minocr en 
totalitarian systeme, 


rn 


Today the can ог 


read 
ποτ 
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sed. technical 

іп subju.ating the 
shorteomin: s 

ictatorship because of the absence of criticism, 

he dic net have twice as many tanks, aircraft, 
Sut, if a modern incustrial sta 

seionec, and technical Covolopments 

number of years in order to 
thon it con 7150, by the use of its many 
established lead in the tochnic-l sphere, 


16786 





πω ΠΠ 


Conpletely overtake and conquer the world, particularly if other nations 
durin, that same period ouploy their technical abilities in the service 
of cultural pronressof humanity, 

The more technical the world becomes, the greater will be this 
danger and the more serious will be an established lead in the sphere 
oZ the modern means of warfare. 

This war has cnded on the note of radio-controlled rockets, aire 
carft developin: the speed of sound, novel submarines and torpedoes, 
Which could find their own tarcot, of stone bombs, and with a prospect 
of a horrible type of chemical warfare, 

By necessity tho next war will be in the shadow of these now destructive 
inventions of human minds, 

In five to ten years this technigue of warfare will offer the 

s from continent to continent with uncanny 
cision, Through the smashin: of the atom it will be in a position to 
destroy, in the center of New York, perhaps 1,000,900 people in a 
matter of seconds with a rocket serviced, perhaps, by ten men, Invisible, 
without pr vious cr than sound, by day and by night. The 
Scientists of various countries are able to Spread amongst human bein:s 
e тутуу» 


and animals various diseases anl destroy the harvests, Chemistry has 


sposal terrible weapons with which it can inflict ünthinkablo 


l there once again a nation to use the technical of this war 
Ne preparation of a new war, while the remaining world exploits the 


r for the benefit of hunanity, thus attempting to 
compnnsation. for it 
4S 2 formor minister of tho hichly developed armament system, it 
must oe wy last duty to state this: 


4 New largeescale war will ond with tho destruction of human culture 


Nothing will prevent the unleashed technique and 


science from conpletin: tis work of destruction of humanity, which it had 


боллп in so dreadful a way in this, 
the reason why this trial must bo a contribution for tho 


of such distorted wars in the future ard for tho establishnent 
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of principles for human cohabitation, What is the significance of шу own 
fate after eveyrthing that has happened, in the light of this high 

Durin; the pas centuries, the German people has contributed much to- 
wards the creation of hunan culturce Often it has made this its contri- 
bution in times when it was just as powerless and helpless as it is today. 

Valuable human beihgs cannot be driven to despair, They are bound to 

tin; values and, under the tremendous pressure brought 
to brear upon everyone today, these new works will be of particular 
significances 

But if the Gernan people in the inevitable tines of its povorty 
and povorlossness -- but simultaneously also thc time of its reconstruction 
creates now works of culture, then it has, in that way, made its nost 


veluaole contribution to the happenings in this world which it could 


| battles of wor alone which shape the history of 


humanityg they arc, in a higher Sense, the cultural contributions which 


one doy will become the cormon property of 211 humanity, But a nation 
oelievin; in its future will never perish, Мау God protect Germany 


anc the culture of the Occident, 
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THE PRESIDSNTs I call upon deferant Constantin von Neurath, 
VENDANT VON NEURATH: Firm in the conviction that truth and 

will ргеу-:1 bcfore this High Tribunal over all hatred, slander 
representation, I believe that I επου]ά add only this onc thing 
of my defense counsel: Му life was consecrated to truth and hono 
maintenance of peace anc the attainme. of understanding among 
humanity and justice. I stand with a clear conscience not only before 
but before history апа the Ge 

Nevertheless, if the vercict of this Tribunal shoulc be guilty, 


able to bear even this 


behalf of my people, whom it was ti. meaning and substance of my 


to serve, 
THE PRESTDENT .fencant Hans Fritzsche, 
DEFENDANT FRITSCH мау it please the Tribunal: Tne Chief Pros 
have repeetec several of the accu 
me although in my opinion they have been clearly refuted 
evidence. 
have summarized and I 
not in contradiction to tne rules of 
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tae entire 
the Prosecution hat i had ; Connected wi 
а conspiracy, 
ith reference to 
propaganda during my radio spee S which 
me of, even if I had represented the teaching of the "laste 
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I һай preached hatred against other peoples, even if I he 
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of force, murder, and inhuman actions, 
then the German nation would have turned 
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i£ five million c tel warning, nnd 


disposal tho technical mow f its solfe“estructi^n. For that reas 


n shoul? not revinco hatred by yet more hatred whcn they 


гого my conscience 
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огэус it, which, after all, сор bç спі 1огсӣй a 
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